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In the 1930s and 1940s, Hollywood 

cinema entered a golden age in which 

the confluence of talent and technolo-

gy produced some of the greatest films 

ever made. On the one hand the rapid 

advancement of film and sound equip-

ment made films more and more tech-

nically superior. On the other hand, 

turmoil in Europe resulted in a steady 

stream of talented artists making their 

way to southern California. Holding it 

all together was the emergence of a 

powerful (and later, stifling) studio sys-

tem, composed of the òbig fiveó (and 

some others): Twentieth Century 

Fox, MGM, Paramount, Warner 

Brothers, and RKO Radio. 

Among the refugees who would 

make some of Americaõs greatest 

films was a young Budapest-born di-

rector, Mihaly Kertesz, who in America 

would be known as Michael Curtiz. His 

efforts would make stars of Errol Flynn, 

Olivia de Havilland, and Bette Davis 

and his flexibility would be on display 

for 35 years and 175 directorial credits 

including swashbucklers, dramas, and 

even musicals. At the top of Curtizõ 

achievements are Casablanca, Yankee 

Doodle Dandy, Mildred Pierce, and The 

Adventures of Robin Hood. 

It is this last mentioned film, the classic 

action/adventure/swashbuckler, that 

interests me as an Advent tale. Every-

one knows that Robin Hood òrobs 

from the rich to give to the pooró, but 

this characterization actually distorts 

the main theme of the story. Robin 

and his merry men are not merely he-

roic and romantic outlaws; rather, 

they are fighting desperately to hold 

evil Prince John and his minions at 

bay until King Richard returns from 

the Crusades to reestablish his rightful 

rule. 

It is this element of waiting for the 

king that is central to Advent and to 

the whole of Christian faith. Jesus will 

return Acts (and 

much of the New 

Testament) insists 

and the Apostlesõ 

Creed affirms. This 

orthodox claim 

does not give credence to the fever-

dreams of the Dispensationalists who 

divide the worldõs population be-

tween the raptured and the left be-

hind. But it also does not undergird 

the commitments (or neglect) of main

-line Christians who favor progress 

over apocalypse. 

The story of Robin Hood reminds us 

that waiting for the king is neither 

passive nor progressive. We do not 

believe we can or should do nothing 

in the face of the worldõs corruption; 

but at the same time we do not em-

brace the Promethean notion that we 

are, bit by bit and step by step, build-
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ing the kingdom. Like Robin Hood, we will not cede the land to the forces of darkness; at the same 

time, the actual Kingdom building must wait for the King.  

In 1979 the ever mercurial Bob Dylan surprised his fans and critics alike with an album of Christian 

songs called Slow Train Coming. The concluding song, When He Returns, is an amazingly mature 

reflection on this foundational Christian conviction of Christõs Parousia ð his Advent ð expressed in 

classic lament for our present evil age. Dylan espouses a recognition of our limitations: while wait-

ing is not merely passive, it is still waiting. There are important things we cannot achieve: òWill I ev-

er learn that there'll be no peace, that the war won't cease until He returns?ó 

Advent is a time for all Christians to refocus our lives and ministries on the promise of a coming 

kingdom and a king coming to rule. It is this promise which allows us to hold on, to work for good 

and oppose evil, and to bear witness to our faith with acts of kindness - until He returns. 

              Fritz  

 7ńŌŗŌőŊ ŉŒŕ ŗŋň +ŌőŊ ɉņŒőŗŌőŘňŇɊ 
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¶ The Session met for its monthly stated meeting November 20, 2016.  

¶ The Session discussed the final section of the book Facing Decline, Finding Hope: New Possibili-

ties for Faithful Churches by Jeffrey Jones as we continue to seek guidance regarding reaching 

out for mission and for membership in our community. Two clear affirmations have emerged 

from our discussions: (1) our outreach will be primarily an invitation to join in our already exist-

ing programs and mission (as opposed to generating new programs that may be of interest to 

some supposed segment of the population); and (2) we will need to help congregation mem-

bers be effective advocates of our church when we have visitors. 

¶ As of the end of October we are holding our own financially, with about $157,000 in Cash and 

investment assets to balance about $49,000 remaining on our roof debt, and about $60,000 

remaining on our residual (mainly anniversary) debt. In addition we have $52,000 remaining 

on our playground debt, being paid mainly by CASA and the Preschool. 

¶ Stewardship dedication Sunday will be December 4
th

. 

¶ The first mass mailing postcard inviting neighbors to our Lessons and Carols and Candlelight 

Christmas Eve services was presented and discussed. Several helpful suggestions were made. 

The postcard will be sent to about 3000 homes in our immediate neighborhood and will cost 

about $800 - $1000 for paper, printing, and distribution. The committee is: Nan Smith, Frank 

Harris, Steve Bennett, Irene Misencik and John Spangler. 

¶ The Session authorized funds from the Poinsettia Memorials (along with $815 from the Boy 

Scouts) to be used for the purchase of 2 defibrillators. 

¶ Next stated Session meeting:  January 15th. (No Meeting in December) 

¶ Next Presbytery meeting: Saturday February 4th at Trinity PC (Buckhead) 10:00  
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Our At -Home Members: 

Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe,  
Louise Fahrenkopf, Betty 

Grove, Chris & Marty  
Lindeman, John Mackey, 
Carl McCallum, & Jackie 

Shirley 

Ongoing Concerns : 

Richie Ehrman, Hope  

Hanson, Madeleine Moseley, 
& our soldiers in harmõs way  

Recent Concerns: 

Jan Ehrman, Dick 
Glymph, Mardi  

Hoofnagle, & Camille 
Slayton  

Oversight Officers 
04ñ    Floyd Bushey 
11 ñ   Lessons & Carols 
18 ñ   Steve Bennett 
25  ñ  LaVert Jones 

 WE NEED YOU! 

           Liturgists 
04  ñ Floyd Bushey 
11  ñ Lessons & Carols 
18  ñ Steve Bennett 
25  ñ Mike Misencik 

Communion Prep 
Floyd Bushey 

 

    Communion Servers 

Floyd Bushey, LaVert 
Jones, and Kay Reeve                  

 

 

2016 ADVENT DINNER 
 
9ÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ !ÄÖÅÎÔ $ÉÎÎÅÒ 
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!ÐÐÅÔÉÚÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ $ÉÎÎÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÔ φȡππ 0-Ȣ 
 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÓÉÄÅ ÄÉÓÈ ÏÒ ÄÅÓÓÅÒÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅȢ 
 

2360 ÔÏ %ÌÌÅÎ 'ÏÌÌÉÖÅÒȟ *ÁÙ (ÁÎÓÏÎ ÏÒ %ÒÍÁ *ÏÎÅÓ 

A very special 

thank you to Betty 

Izard, Mary Lapp 

and Evelyn Samples 

for making sure that 

Knox About gets 

folded, stamped and 

mailed out every 

month.   
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CASA CONNECTION  
While the waters are not  pouring from the skies, many blessings are pouring from all around 
us!  We had a wonderful opportunity to teach the CASA kids about sharing what we have with 
others through the community outreach Thanksgiving Food boxes.   The kids decorated several 
banners to request food donations, asked their parents to donate items, and helped fill some of the 
boxes on Friday that were given out on Saturday.  What a wonderful opportunity to show them 
how people of different denominations (Catholic and Presbyterian in this case) can come together 
and be the hands and feet of Christ in this broken world.   We held Chapel in the sanctuary that Fri-
day and the story that I shared with the children was of Jesus feeding the 5,000.  We talked about 
how just having a little of something shouldnõt stop you from sharing what you have.   I love that 
the story was played out for us in that we ended up having enough food to fill even MORE than 
the goal of 60 boxes of food!   This past week at our Thanksgiving camp, the kids made dessert and 

snack treats for the children at Elizabeth Inn (MUST), and 12 
soft fleece pillows for them as well.   

 

Our Annual Christmas program will be on Friday, December 
16

th
 at 6:30 PM.  We hope you can join us for this wonderful 

program of singing and joyful noise!   We will have a recep-
tion following in the Fellowship Hall.   We will also be offer-
ing Christmas Break camp from December 22 ð January 
4.  As a reminder, camps are open to all children ages 5-
12.  The weekly rate is $150, daily is $40. 

 

Thank you for all of your generous support of our program 
this year!  The support of the Scholarship Fund reminds me 
of just how much you are always willing to open your hearts 
(and wallets) to help those in need ð and support this won-
derful program we have built together for these families.  

 

2017 marks our 10 year anniversary!!  I would love to have a 
big celebration and include as many present and past fami-
lies, volunteers, staff and friends of CASA as possible.  If you 
would be interested in helping me plan this celebration, 

please let me know. 

 

From my family to yours, may your Christmas be filled with PEACE, LOVE, JOY and the HOPE 
of  Christõs promises. 

       
  Staci  
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Thanksgiving Outreach  
 

Thank you for the donations of food, time, financial support and physical labor that helped us fill 
65 boxes full of food for families in our neighborhoods! The week of November 14

th
 was super 

busy - on Monday, we met to sort out BAGS of food into categories.  On Thursday evening, an-
other group of volunteers met at the church to fill the boxes with the sorted food.   On Friday, 
we received the delivery of frozen hens and hams (which had been stored in freezers around 
town) and on Saturday morning, we had about 12 drivers to deliver the boxes to families in 
need.  What a production!   We couldnõt have done it alone ð and we didõt!   Partnering with Ho-
ly Family Catholic Church this year gave us lots of volunteers and a lot more food re-
sources.  Special thanks to John Pepe from Holy Family who was an organizing and scheduling 
genius!!  The ladies of the Newcomers Club (meets here one Tuesday every month) held a food 
drive at their November meeting and donated many, many items.   Our Troop 775 Boy Scout 
Leaders (Mr. Brown & Mr. Smith) delivered frozen hens and hams from storage locations around 
town to the church.   Thank you to the following John Knox òon the groundó volunteers:  Marliyn 
McCallum, Dee Allison, Erma Jones, Ellen Golliver, Mary Seagroves, Mark Proctor, Floyd, David & 
Jackson Bushey, Jack, Anna & Maddie Ramsey & Bev Spangler.  Iõm sure we would need to list 
the entire congregation to thank for donations ð so thank you!! 

 

Staci Bushey, Stephanie Glymph-Ramsey & LaVert Jones 

Thanksgiving Outreach Committee 


