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Now that we must add Orlando to the roll call
of horrific mass killings, two things are clear:
(1) there will certainly be another, and anoth-
er, and yet another; because (2) neither our
leaders nor we the people have the moral forti-
tude or the spiritual vitality to chart a different
course. We have heard it all before: immigrants
are to blame; Muslims are to blame; the Presi-
dent is to blame. Indeed, in an especially per-
verse riff on the blame-the-victim game, it has
been suggested that if some who were there
at Pulse that night had been armed, the perpe-
trator would have killed far fewer before being
killed himself. In other words, those poor Lati-
no/a homosexuals were simply too ignorant to
know that in the land of the free and the
home of the brave going to a club requires a
basic item of safety equipment: a gun. Go un-
ar med: become a viecti
way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a good
guy with a gun. 6

We are now in domestic arms race that has
been steadily accelerating, especially with the
proliferation of concealed carry permits (often
granted without any hands -on training), all
based on the dubious proposition that we are
more safe with more weapons, and driven by
the quest for profits. We are now by far the
most heavily armed citizenry on the planet,
and there is no end in sight. Are you going to
the grocery store? Don
you going to the movies? Make sure to strap
on your Ruger. Are you going to the ball
game, the play, the
your Beretta. Thi s
America, but for most of us this is a nightmare.
Surely it is not the America we want to live in,
and yet we are apparently impotent to do any-
thing different.

Again, in response to catastrophe, there is the
entirely predictabl e -r
styl eo assault
ground checks. In a sane and responsible soci-
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ety this would be common sense, easily ac-
complished. But this is not where we live. Sec-
ond Amendment absolutists and the coward-
ice of elected officials have conspired to make
even the most token regulations impossible.
Slippery slope logicians argue perniciously
that any distinction regarding the fire power
of weapons or the destructive capability of
ammunition is but a short step away from
losing all our rights and succumbing to totali-
tarian government. Establishing more uni-
form and thorough background checks is,
they say, a burden to free enterprise and an
affront to constitutionally protected free-
doms. Consider this: Evelyn Samples, Delores
Coe, Bev Spangler, and Jay Hanson (all dan-
gerous characters to be sure) had to submit
to more thorough background checks to vol-
unteer at CASA than they would need to le-
gally purchase a lethal weapon.

The various assault weapons ban proposals
should be uncontroversial, but even propo-
nents must recognize that such bans are real-
ly not much more than symbolic. Mass killings
are shocking, but of the 8000 gun -related
homicides last year, fewer than 2% were com-
mitted using a rifle, military style or otherwise.
We Americans prefer to kill each other one or
two at a time, up close and personal (and we
turn weapons on ourselves at even more
than the homicide rate). Such devastating
encounters get slight notice in the news and
rarely make the front page, but the bodies

c o pile up. Many victims committed no greater |
ma ) crime than being in the wrong place at the 3

wrong time. In short, we will not be serious
about gun violence in this country until we

address the problem of handguns and the
promiscuous dispensing of concealed carry
permits.

Where is the Christian voice in all this? To bei
sure, the Bible has nothing to say directly
about firearms ownership or use. Likewise,
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Jesus knew nothing of the Second Amendment. But there is much to ponder in our sacred story regarding
killing and violence. We worship a God who has decided to redeem the world not by purging it of evil, but
instead, by entering into the creation, suffering at the hands of evil, and submitting to death. We follow a Sav-
ior who is clear in his renunciation of self-defense: "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.' But | say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn
the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forc-

es you to go one mil e, go also the second mile. 6 (Mt 5:
vention of his friends: oPut your sword back into its
sword. 6(Mt. 26:52). We submit ourselves as disciples to

the life; the one whose life and teaching were focused on peace, sacrifice, and restoration; who urged his fol-

lowers to forgive 70 times 7, and even from the cross forgave those who wronged him. Can we who bear the

name of Christ submit then to the pagan ideology of righteous violence? Can we continue under the illusion

that we can be more safe by being more threatening? Do we honor the one who died for us when we aban-

don his way for the way of the world that can lead only to more carnage? Is Jesus Christ really Lord? Or is all

this just pious nonsense when everyone knows that o0the ¢
with a gun?6

It wonét be | ong before Orlando is eclipsed in the brig
posturing and hand -wringing will begin all over again. It is like endless reruns on some hellish TV station. The

one thing we know for sure is that violence begets violence; on the other hand, we claim (on Sundays at least)

that the way of peace is through the Cross. Choose this day whom you will serve.

Fritz
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The Session met for its monthly stated meeting June 20, 2016.

9 The Session continued its devotional reading of the Heidelberg Catechism with Questions 53 6 64.
1 Finances continue to be strong through May with over $70,000 in cash in our operating fund (although
$21,000 is remainder from the playground loan). Consistent giving has been a hallmark of the congrega-
tion, which is a blessing much appreciated by the Session.
9 A number of building projects are awaiting bids: (1) painting the exterior of the CE building and the fascia
of the Admin building; (2) lighting projects, including exterior lights on the old sign and building, as well
as changing over from fluorescent to LED in the classrooms; (3) replacing our defunct wireless micro-
phone system in the sanctuary; (4) defibrillators for sanctuary and fellowship hall.
1 Shelby and Rosalind Robert have donated a significant amount of virtually new carpet and hard flooring
taken from their new home which may be used in the offices.
f The oUnder This Roofo6 campaign is now within $55, 000
9  Erma Jones and Kay Reeve will represent JKPC at the Evangelism and Church Growth Conference in St.
Petersburg in August (with generous registration funding from Light of Hope Church).
1 Much discussion of our church outreach and growth concerns occupied a good portion of the meeting.
f  Session called a Congregational Meeting for July 24" following worship to receive the report of the Nomi-
nating Committee and elect the next class of elders.
9 Next stated Session meeting: July 18th.
9 Next Presbytery meeting: August 23rd at Kirkwood (5:30).
SUMMER DEVOTION ;
This summer, worship will focus on Colos$ians
(July), and Luke 124 (August). Spending half an
hour a weelor a dayreading through these short
letters of Paul and this brief section of Litke:for
corresponding month will improve your spiritual life
and your worship experience :
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Special Thanks to the Eagle Project @f
Addison Brown and the willing labor ¢
Boy Scout Troop 772 we have a new
refurbished BBQ and picnic area belo
our playgrounds
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WE NEED YOU!

10 i Barb Agley

Liturgists
03i LaVert Jones

10 A Steve Bennett
17 i Floyd Bushey
24 ii
31
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Our At-Home Members:

Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe, Louise Rjchie Ehrman, Hope Hanson,
Fahrenkopf, Betty Grove, Chris &

Marty Lindeman, John Mackey,
Carl McCallum, Sam Owens and

Jackie Shirley
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Usher Captain
Steve Bennett

Oversight Officers
03 A LaVert Jones
10 i Steve Bennett
17 A
24 i
31

Communion Preparation

Sarita Jones
Communion Servers

Steve Bennett, Jay Hanson,
LaVert Jones & Sarita Jones

Thanks to the amazing
Knox About Newsletter Volunteer Team:

Who faithfully and efficiently each-month fold,
address, and malil all the newsletters.

Ted & Nancy Campbell, Mary Lapp, Betty &
J.D. Romine and Evelyn Samples

We appreciate you!
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Recent Concerns:

Dick Glymph, Mardi Hoofnagle,
Pat Peterson, Betty Romine,
and Camille Slayton

Ongoing Concerns:

Madeleine Moseley, Bryan
Stern and our soldiers in
har mbs way.
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CHRISTIAN AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMY

CASA CONNECTION

As | sit here in Upstate New York on a much anticipated (and needed!) vacation, listening to the gentle

summer rain, itds hard not to think about the bl essi
derful week of Vacation Bible School that we shared with 44 summer camp kids! What fun singing

and playing and hearing bible stories together. Thanks to the support of a great volunteer group 9 we

pulled it off again! My special thanks to Fritz and my family for helping me decorate; Dee Allison, Jay

Hanson, Mary Seagroves and Jackie Ruiz for offering a multitude of craft activities; to our terrific CASA

summer staff for leading the various activity centers; to Bev Spangler and her granddaughter Anna, Iris

Ruiz and my own Jackson Bushey for leading the groups of children to the different centers through-

out the morning; and to my partner in silliness, Davida Dyer, for encouraging me to have fun and be

crazy with the kids to make memories for them of fun times at VBS!

Our summer camp has been very successful this year. The kids have enjoyed themed activities each
morning and have enjoyed weeklong oski |l classesd in
ni s, soccer and tumbling (to name a few) and educat.i
history, world geography and health. And YES, they are really enjoying them & at the end of the day

we take turns sharing our favorite part of the day and what fun that they often name the educational

choices!

School begins August 1! | am currently looking for two homework instructors. If you know of some-
one that is looking for a position working with children, please send them our way. The hours are M -F,
2pm o 7pm.

Do you save Capri Sun pouches for us? Well, we just received a check for $200.00 for the pouches that

we have saved over the past several ear s! Do ou
labels for us? We just received PE equipment (jump ropes, pla
ground balls, dodge balls, bean bags and more!), art supplies and
outdoor fun items (parachute and sidewalk chalk)! Thank you!! §
Keep cutting and saving - these are great ways to support CASA!

Remember, linking your Kroger card to CASA is another way to do-
nate to CASA without ever 0gi Vi

Have a great summer! With love and gratitude,

Stacr
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