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Many us remember

(with hand motions) :
Here is the steeple. Open the doors and see
al | the people. o6 |t i

of t

0
by, when church membership and attend-
ance were surging; w h
wi || comedé actually
Schools were teeming with children and
youth groups roamed the landscape; when
American religiosity was at an alHime high.
This was the time whe
came our official national motto (replacing
t he un of dluribeis twdmé p and
Godo6 was inserted in
of rapidly expanding middle class, a time
when the concern for respecta-
bility included which church
you joined, and of course the
baby boomers (like me) be-
came the largest generation in American his-
tory. Looking back, \
good ol d days, 6 but i
lived those halcyon days really were. Soon
enough the nation was racked with racial
strife, divided by wars in Korea and Vietnam,
obsessed with nuclear annihilation (that we
ourselves had unleashed), and committed to a
global holy war against the minions of god-
less communism. Churches were not immune
to the controversy, dividing themselves along
social and political fissures. Presbyterian mem-
bership nationwide peaked at 4.2 million
members in 1966. John Knox peaked at about
800 members fifteen years later.

more, but wh

Although the address is the same, we find our-
selves at a very different place than in 1958
when our first building was erected with 200
members on the roll. The houses that surround
us were then typical middle class dwellings; now
they ar e rent al propel
Then Marietta was the city and Atlanta an excur-

ANe're not in Kansas any

Yellow Brick Road?0
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sion, but now highways and interstates speed d | t |n§Ide this issue:
people away from their neighborhoods for
work, entertainment, and recreation. The so- Session 2
called nuclear family has given way to single g OSWODS|S
parent households and a bewildering array of Prayer 3
other domestic arrangements (of which same- ; |, ¢ Requests
sex couples are only one small example). A teen- )
ager today has less chance of being raised by Worship 3
both biological parents in America than any- Volunteers
where else in the world. Boomers have proven CASA 4&5
to be less institutionally religious than their par-
ents, and Millennials (born in the 1980s and Presbyterian 6
90s), only slightly less numerous than the Boom- Women
ers, have deep reservations about joining any- | yerry Bl ¢ 7
thing. As Paul Taylor of Pew Research [he Nextt 11 Musical Musings
America) summari zes, o0ur pc é
religious institutions are weaker, our Worship 8
S middle class smaller, o_ur cultural
norms looser, our public debate
coarser, our technologies faster, our
immigrant -woven tapestry richer, and our racial,
ethnic, religious, and gender identities more g
ambi guous. As a societhyor twedve become
polarized and more tolerantfi and no matter
what weo0re I|ike today, wedre going t
ent tomorrow. Change is ’ .T)é
0O, %! 3% .|/
Li ke Dorothy we can see A c oaA oA N Q'
sas any more, 6 but ther SOAOO,EICOW

to take us to the Promised Land. On Sundays [ |
when we open the doors at John Knox we see
empty seats 0 and we are not alone. Half the
Presbyterian churches nationwide have fewer
members than we do. Across the country and
across denominations decline in membership
and participation is the common experience, a
few prominent mega churches notwithstanding.
Indeed, the fastest growing segment of our soci-
ety is now the oOnones, 0

so specific religious preference.
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Every church would like to grow & and needs to
grow to survive. The problem is that there are
no easy or even compl e
wand, no universal prescription, no tried-and-
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true program that can be applied to our circumstance. Some have suggested that the secret to church growth is racial, social,

and economic homogeneity; oObirds of a feather flock tog®ther
downplay any denominational ties. Others, more radical, suggest that it is more efficient to close old churches and open new

ones than to try and reinvigorate existing churches.

Our Session is beginning to explore what might be done, some specific course of action, some better way of communicating,

drawing upon the expertise of some outside our fellowship, which will address our empty seats without compromising our

sense of mission. We are not looking for a silver bullet to solve our problems, but a way of telling our story which may be com-
pelling and inviting to some. We dono6t know where this expl
bark: (1) The future of JKPC is in Godds hands. The chexch v
cuse to do nothing; just the opposite, we are called to be responsive to the mission God sets before us. (2) The mission to

which we are called will have something to do with where we are situated, that is, serving the neighborhoods around our

location. Our mission field is close at hand. And (3) our invitation will be more about joining us in the work we have than

about providing services and programs to meet individual needs. Our growth strategy will involve recruiting some who find

meaning in sharing our work rather than attracting those who are interested in receiving some benefit from us. Ours cannot

be a sales pitch but rather an opportunity to participate in something important.

Where we wil/ end wup in all of this is anybodyds guessit It
doesndt have to be. I n the meanti me, have you invited anyone

Fritz
3%33)/. 39./03)3

I The Session met for its monthly stated meeting April 18, 2016.
I The Session continued its devotional reading of the Heidelberg Catechism with Questions 22 & 39.

' Finances continue to be strong through March with over $76,000 in cash (although $21,000 is
remainder from the playground loan).

9 Session has authorized several maintenance projects for summer including: (1) painting the exteri-
or of the CE building, as well as the fascia on the Admin Building (bids being sought); (2) begin
replacing 2 x 4 overhead fluorescent lighting in classrooms with LED technology; and (3) replacing
existing metal and plastic chairs in Fellowship Hall.

i Session is seeking outside expertise to help guide us in developing a strategy for reaching out to
new potential members in our area.

1 Because of declining interest in hosting after-worship receptions on Sundays, the Session has de-
cided t dutcrkydy dRactepti ons on the first Sunday of =eac
or veggies or pretzels or your favorite finger food to share. Coffee will be provided.

9 We are new sponsors of Cub Scout Pack 473 who will meet in our Fellowship Hall on occasional
Sunday afternoons. The Pack formerly met at Faith Lutheran.

Feedback regarding the use of cubed bread for communion has been positive and will continue.
9 Next stated Session meeting: May 16th.

Next Presbytery meeting: May 24th at Deer Creek Shores (5:30).

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING on May 22 following worship to elect a NOMINATING COMMITTEE
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Greeters Oversight Officers

01 i Steve Kimani 01 fi LaVert Jones

15A Ted & Nancy Campbell 08 i Sarita Jones
15 Steve Bennett

Liturgists 22 i Bev Spangler
01 A Kay Reeve 29 A Sarita Jones
08 i Mike Misencik

15 A Steve Bennett Usher Captain

22 ii Bev Spangler

29 ii LaVert Jones

Communion Preparation
Kay Reeve

Communion Servers
LaVert Jones, Kay Reeve & Nan Smith
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Thanksda/the;amazing
Knox About'INewsletter Voluntegr
Fean: Thankyou
Who ftaithiully.and efficiently. eagh
month ffold,-address;andmail’alf the -~ ~N
newsletters. Elizabeth Inn
Ted & Nancy Campbell, Our next date for laundry is Saturday,
Mary Lapp/Betty & J.DoRomineland May 13. Our next date for dinner is
EvelyrniSamples Sunday, May 14.
Please consider signing up for May.
\§ J
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Our At-Home Members: Ongoing Concerns: Recent Concerns:

Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe, Richie Ehrman, Hope Han-  Steve Bennett, Jerry Black, Floyd
Louise Fahrenkopf, Anne Han- son, Eugene Lott, Madeleine Bushey, Mardi Hoofnagle, Pat
son, Chris & Marty Lindeman, Moseley and Bryan Stern Peterson, Betty Romine, and

Carl McCallum, SamOwensand  our sol di ers i n h &£Amillgslayigny .

Jackie Shirley
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CHRISTIAN AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMY

CASA CONNECTION

What a beautiful service we shared on Sunday the 24th! The CASA children really enjoyed
singing and taking parts reading in the service and | know | loved hearing young voices shar-
ingthe Word. 1 6 m sorry Pat Peterson wasno6t able
surgery) to see how well her youth bell choir performed! A special thanks to Sarita Jones for
her help coordinating the food for our yummy lunch and to the many hands that jumped in

to help set up extra tables, arrange food for serving and cleaning up afterwards (Ann Clay
Adams, Mary Seagroves and Agmar Mendes in particular)! We were pleased to have Bill Hilly
(from Bank of North Georgia) and his wife present for the dedication. We missed Shelby Rob-
erts due to scheduling conflicts, but want to make sure he is properly acknowledged and
thanked for getting us connected with realtor Dan Buyers and ultimately Pulte Homes who
donated the largest pieces of playground equipment! And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his pur-
pose. Romans 8:28

We have four weeks left until we put another school year in the books! Most teachers will tell
you these are the more challenging weeks of the year as the kids are counting down the
days to summer break! We have great plans for our summer camp and are already 90%
booked! We anticipate a full crowd this summer and have planned fun, educational activities
with lots of free time for just being a kid sprinkled in! Our Vacation Bible School will be June
20-24 and we will need lots of volunteers! If you can help out from 9-12, we will need help-
ers to lead the children to activities, make snacks, help with crafts and lead activities.This is a
great opportunity for tweens and teens as well, so please let me know where you would like
to help out!

We will be honoring our volunteers on Friday, May 13. We are so thankful for the gifts of
time and talent that are shared with the children & and | know that it is a labor of love, which
makes it all the more valuable!

Staci Bushey, CASA Director

=
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JKPC/BCC Joint Service with the CASA
Kids and Playground Dedication

April 24, 2016
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Seekers Circle

The Seekers Circlewill meet at the church at 10:00 AM for
lesson7. " St reams of Mercyo
given. We can learn more about the need to forgive and to
accept forgiveness. For more information or to arrange
transportation call Erma at 404-641-2112.

Mission Haven Offering

In May, all women of the church are asked to join us in cele-
brating Mission Haven's 65th birthday. This mission started
with one woman donating a $5 gold piece. Mission Haven

has two houses and an apartment for missionaries on fur-
lough. It is owned and financed by Presbyterian Women.
Please celebrate this mission with your $5 gold piece or what-
ever you wish to contribute at the circle meetings

Chris

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Fellowship Circle

Fellowship Circle will meet Tuesday, May 3rd at 6:30 PM at
Mazzyds Spor tlpcatBdaatr221d RaswelERoad. |
Please respond to Priscilla Bennett a770-971-3897. Hope
to see you there!

CHANGE FORHELPINGHAND

If April showers bring May flowers, what do Mayflowers
bring? Pilgrims. Ok, enough of the elementary school
riddles. What does May bring in celebrating observances
that help others? National Community Action Month, Na-
tional Comfort Month, Family Wellness Month, and Na-
tional Smile Month are just a few. So find a reason im-

portant to you to share your change to support Change
Us For P r for Helping Hand and smile.

iguddaperfdonge o

Join
Spr

Pl ease
Annual

We will gather, following worship in the Fellowship Hall, for lunch and Christian Fellowship, in celebration of the 2016 Birt h-
day Offering. The theme this year is "Let Justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream. Amos
5:24. In addition, we will install the 2016 -2017 Coordinating Team and take this opportunity to thank the 2015 -2016 Coordi-
nating Team for all of their work this past year. The menu features chicken salad and pimento cheese sandwiches on mini
croissants, deviled eggs, seasonal fruit, salad and, of course, Birthday Cake! Wear your favorite spring purse and hat and
bring a friend.

For our mission project, we are asking attendees, who are able, to bring a purse that they are ready to part with, filled wit h

womends toiletries and personal hygiene products. These wil!/|
suggesting a $4 love offering to offset the cost of the luncheon. Any contributions over the cost will be donated to the 2016
Birthday Offering.
Call or email Patty Stringer, 404918-5291/ ’-‘« r S04
plstringer@gmail.com. ' ,' “\ {K— \1(”
-_-_---—~:..?/ S ot
MUST Summer Lunch Program
The | ast day bfhisshypeari sThMaty 28 before the Memori a
School District website, 44.8% of students qualify
that i n the summer they wil!/l get Ilittle or no lunct
county are able to join forces to prepare and deliwv
Once agai n, we wi | | provide 1,
Presbyterian Women are joining forces with John
kids, to prepare and assemble the | unches, but
ing items now.
Peanut butter, jelly, fruit cups, apple sa
sweet snacks, juice boxes, lunch bags, zi
There is a collection box in the back of the s
Thank you for your support! We wonodot
Sandwi ches can be made at home or at
Sunday, May 29, Sunday, June 12, Sunday| Ju
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tel:770-971-3897
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MUSICAL MUSINGS . . ..

Congregational participation is at the heart of good Protestant wor-
ship, particularly in the singing of hymns. David Mck. Williams, who
was for many years in the first part of 20th century, organist/
choirmaster at St. Bartholomew's Church in New York City and com-
poser of considerable church choral music once wrote:

When we sing, through our |emo
standing I s opened to thWggs
sing ouirrsted vtelse grace of bel i €
ourselves into doubt

So then, l et us . : : be Pl
of singing. The Irtewarld wiel I§f hbaet
ber ed among the i mmbegahnsiwho
newemditrhge, oévder t nee wa Iswanygs tjo t

of God.

One may open the door of one's understanding wider by singing in
the choir.

We invite you to join us as we rehearse on Thursday evenings from
71 8:30 PM.

You may be assured of a gracious and warm welcome.

Jerry
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