
4(% 4254(ȟ 4(% 7(/,% 4254(ȟ !.$ ./4().' 

"54 4(% 4254( 

     

!ÐÒÉÌȟ  ςπρχ 

The cover of the most recent Time Maga-

zine blares the question in black and red: 

Is Truth Dead? (mimicking the famous 

cover of 50 years ago: Is God Dead?) One 

might hope for a sophisticated cultural 

and philosophical grappling with the 

state of veracity in America. But then one 

would be disappointed. Instead of analy-

sis and thoughtful engagement with the 

nature and consequences of a society 

that no longer cares about the verifiable 

and the testable, we get yet another pe-

destrian catalogue of our presidentõs fa-

mous estrangement from the world of 

fact. Whatever one may think of our pres-

ident, he is not the cause, but only the 

most obvious symptom of our cultural 

malaise. 

Once upon a time truth -telling was 

regarded as a prime cultural virtue. 

We told stories to our children, includ-

ing George Washington and his 

famed cherry tree, to indicate the 

character traits most admirable to our 

common weal. Every child learned 

the punch line: òI cannot tell a lie . . .ó Of 

course, one could tell a lie, but then one 

would not be like George Washington, 

since his virtuous status ð and ours ð 

must be built on his commitment to truth, 

come what may. 

The personal and societal consequences 

of failing to tell the truth were once con-

sidered so dire that their prohibition was 

enshrined in the Ten Commandments 

(number 9 if you are a Calvinist). The des-

picable character of purveyors of false-

hood is a common theme in Proverbs: 

òAn evildoer listens to wicked lips; and a 

liar gives heed to a mischievous 

tongue.ó (Proverbs 17:4). I Timothy 

groups liars with murderers, fornicators, 

and slave traders (among others). Satan 

himself is described as the òFather of 

Liesó in John. Dante, in his guided tour 

of hell (inferno ), encounters liars and 

falsifiers in the deepest part of the 

eighth circle (only the treacherous are 

more tortured than they in circle #9). 

Their penalty is an eternity of unshaka-

ble thirst. 

Unfortunately we are now a society al-

ienated from our history and our tradi-

tions. The internet is a wonderful tool 

and resource, but it is also a cesspool of 

the malicious and the malignant. Re-

tweets and for-

warded emails 

threaten to sub-

merge us in gar-

bage at the 

t h o u g h t l e s s 

touch of a but-

ton. Slant and spin have given way to 

outright falsehoods repeated over and 

over until they, in a dark alchemy, be-

come the truth. Science itself has been 

twisted, distorted, and dismissed as just 

one more version of the real. The result 

is that we have become desensitized to 

the difference between truth and false-

hood, and incapable of even the slight-

est outrage at the absurd or the perni-

cious masquerading as fact. Instead we 

greet each assault on common sense 

with a shrug of the shoulders, and em-
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ñIf you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples; 

and you will know the trust, 

and the truth will make you 

free.ò 

John 8:31-12 
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brace the perversity of òalternative facts.ó You have your truth and I have mine. We are all indifferentists 

now.  

Whatever the state of our (un)civil society, surely it should be different in the church. After all, we are com-

mitted to following the one who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Just before his arrest Jesus prayed 

that his followers might be òsanctified in truthó (John 17:17). Love, Paul insists, òrejoices in the truthó (I Cor. 

13:6). When Pilate confronts Jesus at his trial, he mistakenly believes that he is in charge, but in fact it is he 

who is being judged. He asks Jesus òWhat is Truth?ó ð that cynical and pretentious worldly ploy - not 

knowing that he stands before the truth, not as idea or concept but as person. When we simply shrug 

and go on, when we dismiss the offensive with òwhatever,ó we are more like Pilate than like Jesus. We 

have sold out to indifference. By way of contrast, our Presbyterian forebearers wrote that, òno opinion can 

either be more pernicious or more absurd than that brings truth and falsehood upon a level, and repre-

sents it as no consequence what a manõs opinions areó (F-3.0104). Surely the Church should be fiercely 

committed to truth -telling as a matter of basic integrity and faithfulness, regardless of how the world con-

ducts itself. Surely we should oppose in principle the small, proliferating falsehoods that erode any sense 

of the truth. We will be free only insofar as we are bound to the truth (John 8:30ff).  

When I was a child I was fascinated by Perry Mason. At the end of each episode someone would be called 

to the stand, sworn in, promising to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth (so help me 

God), and be examined by Mr. Mason. Through Masonõs brilliance, dedication, and tenacity the truth al-

ways came out. Those were the days. Today we are not sure whether truth lives; but if dead we know for 

sure we couldnõt get a quorum to gather for the funeral. In the midst of this present evil age the question 

persists: will the people of God submit to the way of the world or experience the freedom of the Truth?  

               Fritz 
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¶ The Session met for its monthly stated meeting March 19, 2017.  

¶ Finances continue to be strong, with over $75,000 in investments and $42,000 in operating cash. Our 

loan with Bank of North Georgia is down to $107,000 of which the roof fund balance is down to 

about $43,000. 

¶ The Session was informed of the repair of a water supply line to Fellowship Hall. Leak Detectors identi-

fied the location of the break (in the grass strip between the parking lot and the concrete walkway in 

front of FH, near the kitchen door) and our plumber, Russell Long, dug up the pipe and replaced the 

broken section. Cost: just under $2,000. We will receive some rebate, yet to be determined, from Mari-

etta Water. 

¶ Session authorized a gift of $500 to the Emory PC endowment fund in honor of Jill Oglesby Evans on 

the occasion of her retirement. Gifts to the Endowment Fund and well -wishes by individual members 

may be sent to the Emory Presbyterian Church, 1886 North Decatur Road NE, Atlanta, GA  30307. 

¶ Two AEDs (defibrillators) have been purchased (one to be installed in Fellowship Hall and the other in 

the Admin Building near the Sanctuary). Training will be provided. Cost: about $2,600 (mostly cov-

ered by poinsettia Memorials and a donation from the Boy Scouts). 

¶ Next stated Session meeting:  April 23rd (note change due to Easter). 

¶ Next Presbytery meeting: Saturday June 17th at First PC Dalton 10:00. 
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Our At -Home Members: 

Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe, Louise 
Fahrenkopf, Betty Grove, John 

Mackey, Carl McCallum and 
Jackie Shirley 

 
 

Recent Concerns: 

Jan Ehrman, Dick Glymph,  
Mardi Hoofnagle, Cindy 
Proctor and J.D. Romine 

Oversight Officers 

   02 -  Mary Jane Guzman 

   16 -  Shelby Robert  

   23 -   Bev Spangler 

  WE NEED YOU! 

Communion Prep 
Mary Jane Guzman 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Frtiz Bogar 
 

From Kathy:  A special thank you to everyone in the 

JKPC family for their understanding and condolences 

over the last month in dealing with my Dadõs surgery 

and subsequent death.  My family and I appreciate every 

kindness during this challenging time.  

Usher Captain 
       Mary Jane Guzman 

Ongoing Concerns : 

Richie Ehrman, Hope  
Hanson, Madeleine  

Moseley, and our soldiers 
in harmõs way  

         Liturgists 

  2 - Kay Reeve 

  9 - LaVert Jones 

16 - Shelby Robert 

23 - Max Wimbiscus 

30 - Floyd Bushey 

Communion Servers 

Mary Jane Guzman, Frank 

Harris & Shelby Robert 
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CASA CONNECTION    
       

It looks like Spring has officially sprung and the kids are enjoying the playground.  We are headed 
in to Spring Break and are expecting 35 kids to join us for a week of fun and learning (donõt tell 
them that part!).   The new furniture in the reading lab is a big hit and so comfortable that I have 
seen a few closed eyes in there during reading time ð sometimes a comfy sofa and quiet room can 
be a little too much to resist after a long day at school!  The tables in the Computer Lab definitely 
lend a more structured appearance to the room and encourage a more academic environ-
ment.  Thank you, JKPC session, for making this happen for us. AND thank you Spares and Pairs 
Sunday School class for being willing to move to new òdigsó.   

 

The children are getting excited about the songs they are learning for the Youth Service coming up 
on April 30

th
.  Pat Peterson has been working with the 5

th
 grade bell choir and they are doing quite 

well!   I hope you will all join us for the 10 year anniversary celebration following the service in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 

On a personal note, I want to thank the Presbyterian Women for the special recognition, (and gen-
erous gift card!) on the Gifts of Women Service.  I am truly humbled to be honored by this amazing 
group of women ð all of whom have mentored me in one way or another at different times in my 
life.   

 

As always, I covet and thank you for the prayers for CASA and the support you continue to give 
this ministry. 

             Staci 
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On March 19th, we celebrated Gifts of Women Sunday .  Rev. Ann Clay 

Adams was our guest pastor, and led us in worship.   Erma Jones led the 

congregation in a litany and Ellen Golliver presented Staci Bushey with a 

certificate recognizing her many years of service at John Knox, especially 

her 10 years as director of CASA.  


