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As the Twentieth Century dawned, William
McKinley was preparing to run for a second
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Ah, the best laid plans . . . McKinley, in a re-
match of 1896, defeated the Great Com-
moner, William Jennings Bryan, this time in a
land slide. Ten months later he was shot in
the abdomen by an anarchist while visiting
the Pan American Exposition in Buffalo, New
York. Eight days later he was dead of infec-
tion, and TR was sworn in as the 26th Presi-
dent of the United States (at 42 still the
youngest person ever to hold the office).

Roosevelt was an unconventional Republi-
can who stirred fear and resentment among

the party regulars. He aggressively prosecut-
ed the business and manufacturing monop-

olies that were the foundation of the gilded
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This vitriol and virulence represented a gener-
ations-long enculturation of white supremacy
and brutal racism, unbroken and largely un
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challenged until after World War Il. Blacks in the South were subjected to unrelenting terrorism after the ignominious
end of Reconstruction in 1877. Jim Crow laws systematically excluded them from any political process. They could not
vote, run for public office, or serve on juries 8 in spite of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, and the fact that in
SC, GA, AL, MS, and LA they were a majority of the population. Laws like vagrancy and adultery were promulgated to
target black men and provide a ready excuse for incarceration. Those convicted of minor offenses entered a sophisti-
cated system of peonage from which there would be no escape save death. They were sold (or leased) to corpora-
tions and farmers, and sent to the mills and mines and fields, a disposable form of cheap labor which had the added
benefit of suppressing any organization of free labor. Subject to horrific tortures and beatings, housed in squalid con-
ditions, malnourished, many thousands died. Birmingham became the industrial center of the South built on just such
legalized slavery. Five decades after the Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th Amendment, President Woodrow
Wilson, good Southern Presbyterian that he was, reintroduced segregated work spaces in Washington D.C. Today,
there is scarcely a corporation or institution in the South that does not have roots deep into the system of involuntary
servitude which for 100 years after slavery victimized blacks, shattered families, and built wealth that they would never
share in.

One of the great ironies of our history is that at the turn of the Twentieth Century when 8.8 million citizens, almost all
living in the South, were being systematically terrorized and denied even basic human rights, let alone American po-
litical values, at the same time American elites were debating whether or not the country should colonize territories
like Hawaii, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, extending to them the divine blessings of American freedom, de-
mocracy, and prosperity. The tragedy is that in a country
church people spoke or acted on behalf of the afflicted.
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The Session did not meet in December, 2017.

The next Session meeting will be on Sunday, January 21, 2018 following worship.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on
Sunday, January 28, 2018 following worship

Congregational eeting

Sunday, January 24 following worship
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Christmas Cheer

Thanks to Esther Higginbotham for organizing
and delivering Christmas warmth, with helpers
Anna Lea Higginbotham, Alice Allen, Staci
Bushey, & Mary Seagroves, to some of the saints:
John Bennett, Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe, Betty
Grove, Marty & Chris Lindeman, John Mackey,

Marilyn & Carl McCallum, Betty Romine, and
lge%)%ests

Evelyn Samples.

Our At-Home Members: Ongoing Concerns: Recent Concerns
Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe, Louise pee Allison, Richie Ehrman, Dick  Jerry Black, Betty Izard,
Fahrenkopf, Betty Grove, Chris &  Glymph, Hope Hanson, Marilyn ~ Stephanie Glymph Ramsey,

Marty Lindeman, John Mackey, McCallum, Madeleine Moseley,  Carl McCallum and Evelyn
Carl McCallum and Betty Romine  cindy Proctor, Madeline Ramsey, Samples

John Spangler and our soldiers in
har més way

gredt big

(THANK YOU
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CASA

CHRISTIAN AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMY

CASA CONNECTION
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from CASA!!

\
- |
= |
q \
& ik
3 X 1

- i

\

o RN |
,"“'\t F‘ 5 £
b R

We have had a super busy holiday season and it all culminated with the annual Christmas Program! The
kids were Tony worthy (OK, maybe not gui teé) and
participating and singing joyfully! | loved seeing so many of you in the audience 8 thank you for coming to
support the program and the kids! We are looking forward to a wonderful 2018 with lots of improvements

at CASAOQ so please keep an ear out for ways that you can be involved!

With a grateful heart and sending lots of love,

Staci
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