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It was not too long ago that the so -called
onew atdpedple tike Bam Harris, Rich-
ard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, and Christopher
Hitchens - were prominent on the talking
heads circuit, their anti-religion message reso-
nating in an era of religiously inspired terror-
ism and Evangelical bluster. Debates with the
selfappointed protectors of religion (meaning
Christianity) and a spate of bestsellers put
them in the spotlight for a brief time. Looking
back, it appears that they came and went like
the flavor of the week. What remains is the
status quo ante. a surfeit of gods, each one
clamoring for our attention and loyalty.

In short, the challenge that persists in and
around the church is not the new flash -in-the-
pan atheism, but rather the age-old glut of
gods. After all, the First Commandment is not
0You shalll believe in
renounce all ot her
people is not artfully to arrange a hierarchy of
greater and lesser loyalties, but rather to love
God with all our heart and soul and strength,

a love so complete there is no room for any
other. Whether in the Israel of Deuteronomy,

or the Wittenberg of Luther, or the Geneva of

Calvin, or even the Cobb County of 21% centu-
ry America the problem is the same: how do
we remain faithful to the one, true God and

reject the seductions of the many other deities
who would enroll us in their idolatries and so

subvert our faith. We may inscribe the slogan
0in God we trusté
license plates, but the counter-question is,
OWhich god?6

Luther, in his Large Catechism puts the matter
succinctly: 0God is t
look for all good and in which we are to find
refuge in all need. Therefore, to have a god is
nothing else than to trust and believe in that
one with your whole heart. As | have often
said, it is the trust and faith of the heart alone
that make both God and an idol. If your faith
and trust are right, then your God is the true
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one. Conversely, where your trust is false and
wrong, there you do not have the true God.
For these two belong together, faith and Session Synopsis 2
God. Anything on which your heart relies
and depends, | say, t hatPrayer Requests 3yol
Calvin agrees, and goels .
nature, so to speak, is a perpetual factory of Worship 3
. . . Volunteers
idols. o6 In spite of thle fl
lives, we are constantly tempted to invest our CASA
love and commitment in things and ideas and .
practices that cannot sustain their devotion. Presbyterian

Women

The outcome of our situation - being drawn
to God and being, at the same time, prone to Worship 6
idolatry -is that we increasingly have difficulty Schedule
distinguishing between the one, true God
and the gods of our own creation. Our trust is
more | ikely in the worldés | argest e
than in the God who demands we care for
the poor. Our reliance is in the might of SN all
worl dés most richly fluHbHed and equipp:
tary rather than in the God who calls us not
to victory but to sacrifice, and promises to be 0 Op! 3 0% /

with us. Perhaps most insidiously, we are
most enthusiastic toward all who promise to
satisfy our desires and our hearts cling to any
who will assure us of our own essential good-
ness (and therefore our deservedness). In fear
or uncertainty or in fevered narcissism we
seek out gods who will serve us, satisfy us,
comfort us. Like the ancient Israelites and
their golden calf, we are fully capable of cre-
ating our own gods, all decked out in red,
white, and blue: gods who will gladly fawn
over us, justify any behavior, assure us of our
inherent superiority, if we will only give up
our loyalty.

The antidote to our idolatry is remembrance. © sure to put one in the

Moses, giving his last advice to the Israelites
before they cross over the Jordan, repeatedly
calls them to remember who God is by re-

membering what God has done. By refusing

to forget, by ritualizing remembrance (see

Deuteronomy 6:4 -9), the people may resist
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the constant inclination to idolatry, and prosper in the presence of God. For us, remembrance focuses on the ritual of

story and the tabl e: 0Do this in remembrance of me, 6 Jesus ¢
story: 0Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ wildl come a
rah, the God of Moses, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we must remember the story of Jesus. This is the

essence of Christianity, that we are formed by the story of the one we call Lord and that we tell the story in word and

deed in the world. It is this simple repetitive act of rehearsal, in worship and devotion and prayer, in our going out and

our coming in, that will guard us and free us from the clutches of the false gods that roam the land. Do you know the

story? Can you tell it to your grandchildren?

Fritz
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The Session met for its monthly stated meeting Sep 16, 2018.

I The Session began a nineweek ecumenical Bible Study called Reclaiming Jesusas its devotional. The first
study focused on rules for civil discourse.

1 Generous financial support continues to be the rule for JKPC, with only one week this year below average
giving expectations.

1 Frank Harris is now working with Harry Allen to learn the Treasurer position. Upgraded hardware and soft-
ware is being purchased.

1 We are grateful to Carole Roach who has consented to being our Music Director. Carole enriches our wor-
ship with her musical skill and knowledge, her leadership of the choir, and her friends.

I Session continues to explore several facilities issues, including the lighting of our sanctuary. There has also
been interest expressed in recording parts of the worship service and making these recordings accessible
through our web site.

1 PLEASE NOTE: Th&knox About will make the transition to an electronic newsletter over the next few
months, accessible anytime at our web site. Those who want a printed copy will still receive it by mail/
others will receive an email and link.

1 Next Stated Meeting: October 14™ following worship. (Note our new second Sunday schedule.)

1 Next Presbytery meeting: November 3rd 10:00 am RayThomas Presbyterian Church, Marietta.
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Under This Roof o
Il n March, 2014 JKPC secured a |l oan of $250,
debt ($85,000) and to pay for the new roofs
ship Hall ($165,000). We -G6kkedofmembers tegpl
giving over Gve years to pay off the roof pa
due to Henry 1lzard, wh o i nUnhdoenro rT hoifs BReototfy , |
campaign with a $10, 000 gift. Many others h
smal | donati ons. Today ,y eaasr wrea rckl, o swee ianr eo nwittht
$25, 000 of paying off the rdafe.e Weoolhopen to
Mar c h, 2019. Donati ons to that end can be
"ROOFH n t heUmdmo; Theinsv eRooopfes are availabl e in
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Usher Captain
Floyd Bushey

Communion Prep
World Communion Day

Oversight Officers

07 - World Communion with BCC

14 - Steve Bennett
21 - Patty Stringer
28 -Floyd Bushey

Liturgists

07 - World Communion with BCC

14 - Steve Bennett
21 - Jay Hanson
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CHRISTIAN AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMY

CASA CONNECTION

Welcome to Fall Y'all! Or maybe not... We are moving right along at CASA and hoping the weather cools soon for

some Fall playground time without intense heat BEFORE the cold gets here. The staff is working hard shaping minds
and behaviors in our constant quest to be the extended family for our little ones. Feedback from parents and teachers
says...they are doing a GREAT job. The Friday Clubs continue to challenge and engage the kids through hands on activ-
ities. Thank you for the school supplies-we will need pencilsand erasersthroughout the year, so keep your eyes open

for sales.

Ms. Shatoya has stepped up to coordinate fundraising events for CASA this year.She and Ms. Marsha organized our
first Family Spaghetti dinner on Friday, October 5th. We had a good attendance and look forward to future dinners
with even more families and friends. We'll make sure to put the information in the bulletin next time so you can join us!

Ms. Caroline has developed a great relationshipwith our local library (Sewell Mill Cultural Arts Center), and we have
tried to take advantage of several of the activities they offer for children. Last week, a group went to the Pumpkin Pie in
a bag activity and had a great time learning and doing. Schools will be closed on November 6 (don't forget to vote!)
and we will be going to Southern Bell Farms for pumpkin and corn maze fun!

We have started to learn songs for our Christmas Program and are discussing opportunities for kids to give back to the
community over the holidays. If you have connections/suggestions, please let us know.

Mark your calendars:
Secret Christmas Corner  Saturday, December 8

CASA Christmas Program Wednesday, December 19

Volunteers are always welcome - please let me know if you have a little extra time and love you can give to a CASA kid.

Staci
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