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When I was a child I would often return home 

after a hard day at play and announce to my 

mother, òIõm starving!ó Mom was typically pre-

paring dinner at the time, and she would grant 

permission for a cookie (cookie consumption 

was carefully controlled in my household) to 

tide me over until dad got home. Of course, I 

wasnõt really starving ð and I couldnõt eat a 

horse! Indeed, throughout my life I have never 

known real hunger beyond some self -imposed 

fasts. My greater challenge has been to con-

strain my appetite and my calorie intake. All 

things considered, it is a nice problem to have. 

I remember my first awareness of the human 

devastation wrought by war and nature: in 

1969 images of infants with stick-thin limbs, 

distended bellies, and unfocused eyes began 

vying for television time with re-

porting from Vietnam. The Biafran 

ð Nigerian civil war became an in-

ternational humanitarian crisis (and 

the origin of Doctors Without Bor-

ders). A year later world attention 

refocused on Bangladesh; a dec-

ade later it was Ethiopia. Today it is 

Syria. In every instance it has been children 

especially who have borne the wrath of the 

cruel all-consuming gods of war.  

Internationally the statistics are staggering: 

today as many as 795 million people (more 

than one tenth of the worldõs population) suf-

fer from the effects of chronic under - or malnu-

trition. Always children are the most visible 

victims. The causes are many: poverty, dysfunc-

tional government, destructive agricultural 

policies, population growth, conflict, and glob-

al warming and resulting climate change all 

feed a system which is the epitome of a vicious 

cycle. Thus, there is a clear connection be-

tween poverty and hunger, but the connec-

tion goes both ways: poverty leads to hunger, 

but hunger also causes poverty. It has been 

well and convincingly demonstrated, even 

with a population pushing toward 800 bil-

lion, that the planet can provide enough food 

for all. The problem is largely one of distribu-

tion, and therefore of politics: as long as food 

is a convenient weapon of war and bargain-

ing chip for diplomacy we will continue to 

have runaway global hunger.  

If the hunger realities in the world are so big 

and so complicated as to make our heads 

spin, surely the situation in our own back 

yard is more comprehensible. According to 

Feeding America, a leading hunger research 

group, 13.9 % of the population of Cobb 

County (just under 100,000 residents) are 

òfood insecure,ó that is, they donõt know 

where their next meal is coming from, or they 

sometimes must choose between a meal and 

the rent, or utilities, or 

medicine, or transporta-

tion. Nearly 50,000 

qualify for government 

nutrition assistance pro-

grams like SNAP and 

WIC ($2025 net month-

ly for a family of four). 

For thousands of children in our neighbor-

hoods, their school lunch, at reduced price or 

free, is their main meal of the day - of course, 

only when school is in session. Feeding Amer-

ica estimates that unmet food needs in Cobb 

County would require an additional $52 mil-

lion, a large number until you remember that 

we are just now erecting a billion dollar edi-

fice, half or more of which will be publicly 

funded (not to mention $800 million of Geor-

gia taxpayer funds poured into road con-

struction that will only benefit those wealthy 

enough to own and operate a car).  

For us, providing for basic human need is not 

merely humanitarian duty, but gospel man-

date. Jesus insists that it is neither knowledge 

of doctrine nor pious practice, but rather 

providing food, clothing, shelter, and 
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òóI beg you remember this without 

fail, that not to share our own 

wealth with the poor is theft from 

the poor and deprivation of their 

means of life; we do not possess our 

own wealth but theirs.ó 

- Chrysostom  
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healthcare to the neediest among us that will receive the invitation, òCome, you that are blessed by my Father . . .ó  (Matthew 

25).  John Chrysostom, the great 4th Century preacher, put it even more pointedly: òI beg you remember this without fail, 

that not to share our own wealth with the poor is theft from the poor and deprivation of their means of life; we do not pos-

sess our own wealth but theirs.ó MUST Ministries helps us respond to this mandate, combining our donations with others to 

provide 76,000 meals, 72,000 nights in shelter, 255,000 summer lunches, 252,000 articles of clothing, and a ton of food a 

day.  

This Fall JKPC is partnering with Holy Family Catholic Church (and their social service arm St. Vincent DePaul) along with the 

social workers at our four CASA elementary schools to provide food boxes to 60 needy families in our neighborhood. While 

we certainly want to provide a special Thanksgiving meal for these families, our intent is at once more practical and ambi-

tious: to provide food for the whole week while children are out of school (Check elsewhere in this newsletter about sug-

gested donations). Thanksgiving is an important day, but people need to eat on the other days as well. We know that even 

our best and most generous efforts will not òsolveó our hunger problem even in some place as small as our corner of East 

Cobb. But 60 families will be blessed, Christ will be proclaimed, and we will give thanks to God that that much was possible. 

          Fritz 
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¶ The Session met for its monthly stated meeting September 19, 2016.  

¶ The Session discussed the next section of the book Facing Decline, Finding Hope: New Possibilities for Faithful 

Churches by Jeffrey Jones as we continue to seek guidance regarding reaching out for mission and for member-

ship in our community.  

¶ Finances continue to be strong through August with over $51,000 in cash in our operating fund (although 

$21,000 is remainder from the playground loan). We are in the red about $10,000 for the year ð mainly due to 

capital expenditures for painting, lighting, and replacement of our wireless mic system. At the end of the year we 

will determine how much of the leftover playground loan money we need to balance the budget. We are also 

about $2,800 short in pledged giving. Consistent giving has been a hallmark of the congregation, which is a bless-

ing much appreciated by the Session. 

¶ The Session authorized Erma Jones to be the worship leader for our August 25th tribute to our eldest members. 

¶ A discussion of our Christmas worship schedule resulted in a consensus decision to have both the traditional Can-

dlelight Christmas Eve service Saturday night 7:00 pm (with reception to follow) and Sunday morning Christmas 

Day worship at 11:00 am. 

¶ Shelby informed the Session that he and his partner are shutting down their business, Star-Tech, as of December 

31st. Our website and web-related services such as email will all be transferred to appropriate vendors and services. 

¶ Session authorized the purchase of 100 stacking chairs for the Fellowship Hall, primarily for the use of CASA and 

Preschool. Cost: $2,500. 

¶ Session authorized another principle payment of $10,000 for the roof fund. Less than $50,000 to go!  

¶ Session authorized a contract with American Disposal for weekly trash removal at about half what we are paying to 

Waste Management. The changeover will take effect in December. 

¶ Session decided to change its meeting time from the 3rd Monday of each month to the 3rd Sunday beginning at 

1:00 (or earlier if there is a short sermon) with lunch. 

¶ Next stated Session meeting:  October 16th. 

¶ Next Presbytery meeting: Tuesday November 15th at Acworth PC (10:00). 
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Our At -Home Members: 

Janelle Bridges, Dick Coe,  
Louise Fahrenkopf, Betty Grove, 
Chris & Marty Lindeman, John 

Mackey, Carl McCallum, &  
Jackie Shirley 

Ongoing Concerns : 

Richie Ehrman, Hope Han-
son, Madeleine Moseley, and 
our soldiers in harmõs way  

Recent Concerns: 

Priscilla Bennett, Jan Ehrman, 
Dick Glymph, Mardi Hoofnagle, 

& Camille Slayton  

Thanks to  our faithful KnoxAbout 
Crew for folding , stamping and  

mailing  every month.   
We appreciate you! 
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Senior Recognition Day!  Sunday, September 25, 2016 was 

Senior Recognition Day!  We celebrated our Super Sophisti-

cated Seniors, 85 years and older.  Our honored Elders 

are:  Norma Balysh 90  ~ Rose Blount 86  ~  Delores Coe 

89  ~  Dick Coe 97  ~  Ted Campbell 91  ~  Louise Fahrenkopf 

94  ~  Betty Grove  88  ~  Esther Higginbothom 88  ~  Betty 

Izard 91  ~  W. Henry Izard 92  ~  Chris Lindeman 95  ~  Marty 

Lindeman 92  ~  John Mackey 85  ~  Marge Muller 90  ~  Eva 

Rodum 85  ~  Betty Romine 85  ~  J.D. Romine 91  ~  Evelyn 

Samples 94  ~  Annette Sherman 96  ~  Jackie Shirley 

93  ~  Stan Sizemore 88  ~  Sally Tinsley 91.  Thank you to all 

for your gift of talents, leadership, service and hope to us.   
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CASA CONNECTION  
Our school year is off and running!   Whenever I think we are doing all we can, 
God shows me a way we can do more! We had an increased number of appli-
cants from Eastvalley this year, so we added another bus run and now have 70 
kids attending CASA each day!  The challenges are great, but the rewards are 
greater!  The following was written by one of our 5

th
 graders when given the writ-

ing prompt òwhat CASA means to meó.  The responses were wonderful and I will 
share more in the coming months.   This one is especially dear to me as this is a 
student who has been a scholarship recipient off and on over the years and has 
been a personal òchallengeó to me at times (think of that in terms of your own kids 
growing up).   I have developed relationships with more than one of her teachers 

over the years!  This is why our new Scholarship Fund is so important! 

 

What CASA means to me is more than ñCaring After School Academyò. Itôs my family, 

my casa, and my life. 

 

Iôm going to explain why CASA is amazing and important to me.  Before I went to CASA 

I had so many obstacles in my life.  Bad grades, not doing homework, and hating to 

read.  When I went to CASA, all those obstacles were pushed away. 

 

Some facts about CASA are teachers are fun and inspiring.  Also they have some amaz-

ing and fun field trips!  The others are very friendly and fair.  They help you learn and to 

never give up.  CASA loves everyone.  CASA helps you when you are stuck on something. 

 

Why CASA helps us is not just because itôs theyôre job.  They do it because they love us 

and care about us.  When you fall down they help you up, when you are hurt they heal 

you, and when you feel down they make you smile.  CASA helps you grow bigger and 

bigger. 

 

CASA is not just a daycare its family and friends.  Love is everywhere especially in 

CASA.  To me CASA means ñCool Awesome School Academyò! 

 

I couldnõt have said it better myself!  Love these kids and CASA, too! 

                Staci  
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The Preschool had some  

special visitors in September 


