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only four years older than Kennedy. He had . .
. tation to address the Greater Houston Min-
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term senator. Both were passionate anti-
communist cold warriors, although Nixon

was better known for his tenacious red-
baiting. One aspect that divided the two was

their religious affiliation. Nixon, nominally a
Quaker, benefited from a close association
with Billy Graham, then among the most
popular religious figures in America. Kenne-
dy was a Catholic.

Anti-Catholicism has deep and abiding roots
in America stretching from the colonial peri-
od to the present. This was a Protestant
country, founded by Protestants, and main-
taining old -world hostilities in the new

world. In 1960 only one other presidential

candidate had been Catholic: four-time New
York governor Al Smith, who was defeated
by Herbert Hoover in 1928. In 1951 Presi-
dent Truman had sought to appoint Mark

Clark as emissary to the Vatican d deed h h o Apri-dEa2slt e
(6ambassador 6 was a brfri,ef]tf' Igeeto?pqrtrz?Xel(;,'S[)eﬁ'p'Plljshad
to withdraw the nomination due to aith a5 not merely personal’but absolutely

Protestant pressure. Catholics in 1960 were
something over 20% of the population & by
far the largest single denomination & but
generally excluded from places of power
and influence. Familiar prejudicial tropes
including the accusation of divided or dual

loyalty and undue foreign (i.e. Papal)

who also happens to be a Catholic. | do
not speak for my Church on public matters
d and the Church does not speak for me."
He reminded his audience of his congres-
sional record: against appointment of a
Vatican ambassador; against public financ-
ing of parochial schools; against a boycott
of public schools. He spoke of the kind of
America that he believed in: an America
which cherishes religious liberty; an Ameri-
ca free from the scourge of religious intol-
erance.
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However, in order to make his case, Kenne-
dy felt it necessary to renounce the Pope
and the American Bishops. He would not
be a pawn for religious leaders of any
stripe, but rather a man of conscience.
Where that conscience came from and
how it was formed, Kennedy did not ad-
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accepted outside influence nor sought to be influential.

Contrast Kennedyds claim with the civil rights campaigner

bus ride, with every sit-in, with every minute in jail. Theirs was no private faith, although it was intensely personal. Cler-
gy and lay, Christian and Jew sought to bring the corrupt segregated world into conformity with a religious vision of
the peaceable kingdom and the promised banquet. What kind of faith is it that seeks no guidance from those with
spiritual insight (even bishops or the Pope)? What kind of faith is it that refuses to engage and influence the world? No
faith at all.

Kennedy faced a particular challenge of religious bigotry with eloquence and passion. But the faith he describes is fi-
nally powerless to change the believer or engage the world. By retreating into some private realm he can appeal only
to an untouchable conscience. He can neither acknowledge the origin of that conscience, nor the influences which
shape it, nor the effect it might have. Faith is for Kennedy little more than personal preference 8 I like blue and you like
red; | like the Rolling Stones, but you prefer the Beatlesd unassailable, but also largely irrelevant. Biblical faith, howev-
er, is something that moves us, that takes possession of us, that is beyond our control, that is dangerous. It is this faith

8 and the right to live it - for which we contend.

§ The Session continued an ecumenical Study calledReclaiming Jesusas its devotional, focusing this
month on oO0Truth. o

§ Session discussed the details of a proposed new loan from Synovus: $120,000 amortized over eight
years at 5.82%. $56,514 will pay off our old loan; $40,000 will reroof our CE and Admin buildings
with top quality asphalt shingles; and $20,000 will pay for underground gas line replacement. Our
monthly payment will be $1,571(slightly less than it is now).

§ Session recommends the loan, but both the Congregation and the Presbytery must approve (and
subsequently have done so).

§ Session was reminded that in addition to paying about $200,000 in principal, plus interest, over the
last five years, the Congregation has also funded capital expenditures of more than $85,000.

§ The remainder of the Playground Loan (less than $14,000) will be paid off by April 2020.

§ Session approved the acquisition of 200 oO0newb
hymnals. Fritz has been in conversation with John and Steve Bennett about funding this as a memo-
rial to Priscilla Bennett. It is hoped that the hymnals might be in the pews for Easter.

§ There was lengthy discussion about our postcard mailers. We have done 2 cycles of 3 cards annual-
ly, each mailing costing about $1,100 in printing and distribution. Two issues emerged: (1) whether
such a direct mail approach was at all effective; and (2) if we decided to continue, should we identify
different target areas and with what message. It was decided to identify new target areas and fea-
ture our mission in the community to be sent out late May or early June.

§ Fritz reminded the Session that we will be co-hosting the next Presbytery Meeting in May with the
BCC.

§ Next Stated Meeting: April 14" following worship.

§ Next Presbytery meeting: May 18th 10:00 am at John Knox.

Fritz
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The Session met for its monthly stated meeting March 10, 2019.
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Harry Allen Day!

In case you somehow missed it, Sunday, March 3rd was Harry Allen Day here at John Kno>
A lovely reception was held after worship in which the Congregation honored and thanked
Harry Allen for his many years of volunteer service. Needless to say, a wonderful time was

had by all who had the pleasure of attendirlg
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Harry Allen Day!
March 3, 2019
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Usher Captain Oversight Officers
Steven Kimani 7 - Floyd Bushey
14 - Kim Archer

Liturgists
7 - Jay Hanson

14 -Larry Ramsey

T-Shirts
Order your new JKPC tshirt
online at
https://www.customink.com/qg/

vye0-00bs-bnka
(copy and paste into your browser
address bar)

Price will be based on the final
order. Kim Archer is our point
person.

Ongoing Concerns:
Dee Allison, Hope Hanson, Betty & Henry Izard,
Madeleine Moseley, Madeline Ramsey,
John Spangler and our s

Our At-Home Members:

Janelle Bridges, John Mackey and
Betty Romine
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CASA

CHRISTIAN AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMY

CASA CONNECTION

March marched on through and we are starting April off with Spring Break. Lots of fun here this week as we entertain
and educate (shh!) 25+ kiddos with fun activities for their "staycation"!.

Our fundraising efforts continue to grow our "let's get new grass on the activity field" fund as we have raised almost
$2,000 towards that effort with weekly sales of Ms. Marsha's famous brownies, The CASA Friday store of popcorn
(pipoca), candies and sodas. We had our first CASA Spirit Night at Sparkles and it was a great successboth financially
and as an opportunity to get current and former CASA kids together! What fun to see the "alumni" enjoying getting
back together and reminiscing over the great memories of CASA - we even had a few former staffers stop by. Thank you
to Ms. Shatoya and Ms. Caroline for helping make that event happen!

The garden club is READY to plant! We need some guidance, though, so if you know of a gardener that enjoys working
with children, we would love to have a guest speaker and some advice. Special thanks to our Scout Troop for building
the 3 raised garden beds for us

April also brings
the annual standardized testing, the Milestones. Please keep the kids in your prayers for peace and confidence as they
take these tests. They really feel a lot of pressure and we try to love on them extra during this time...and to remind them
that the tests do not define who they are as people.

Summer camp sign ups will begin Monday, May 8th. If you have friends looking for a GREAT summer camp, you can feel
confident in recommending ours! It will fill up VERY fast, though, so send them our way quickly. Vacation Bible School
will be June 10-14th -and volunteers are always needed.

Happy Spring, Y'all!
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